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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0618 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, IZ, FR 

SUBJ: IRAQI PURCHASE OF MIRAGE FIGHTERS 
REF: 77 BAGHDAD 1450 

1 . FOR SOME MONTHS IT HAS BEEN KNOWN TO BAGHDAD 
DIPLOMATIC CIRCUIT THAT IRAQIS HAVE REDUCED ORDER OF 
MIRAGE FIGHTERS FROM 72 TO 36. USUALLY KNOWLEDGEABLE 
MILITARY ATTACHES HAVE DESCRIBED THIS AS PREDICTABLE 
OUTCOME OF IRAQI BARGAINING MANEUVERS. IT WOULD 
NOT BE FIRST TIME IRAQIS HAD TRIED TO BEAT DOWN UNIT 
PRICES BY TALKING OF A LARGER QUANTITY THAN THEY INTENDED 
TO BUY. THERE HAS ALSO BEEN SKEPTICISM OF IRAQI ABSORPTIVE 
CAPACITY FOR EVEN 36 MIRAGES GIVEN TRAINING AND 
RECRUITMENT BOTTLENECKS. 

2. FRENCH HAVE BEEN VERY TIGHT-LIPPED ABOUT WHOLE AFFAIR. 

FRENCH EMBOFF, HOWEVER, TOLD ME MARCH 19 THAT REAL 
MOTIVE OF IRAQIS IS TO OBTAIN 36 EVEN MORE ADVANCED 
AIRCRAFT AS SECOND HALF OF THE DEAL. HE WAS NOT SPECIFIC 
ABOUT TYPE AND DID NOT KNOW WHETHER HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD 
GO ALONG WITH THE IDEA. 

MACK 
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